Austro-German Solidarity
would be at sea. As Serbia was given forty-eight hours to
reply, the time-limit would thus expire at six o'clock
on the evening of Saturday, July 25th, and the order for
mobilization could therefore be issued during the night
of Saturday-Sunday,
Germany's Cognizance of the Terms and Text
of the Ultimatum
At this point an important question arises. In July 1914
Jagow, the German Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs*
declared officially in his diplomatic communications that
the Wilhelmstrasse had no knowledge, before the delivery
of the ultimatum, either of its detailed terms or of its
text. The Wilhelmstrasse, according to Jagow, had left
the drafting of the Note entirely to the discretion of its
ally.(i2) What was this declaration worth?
It is not in accordance with the facts. As early as
July nth, Berlin was expressly informed by its ambas-
sador in Vienna about the most important points in the
Note,(i3) and no objection whatever was raised to them*
At the same time, no doubts could be entertained about
the impression which their publication would produce.
The German Government was, in fact, made aware almost
at the same moment that the King of Rumania, Carol I
(who, being a Hohenzollern, entertained no hostility to
the Central Empires) had said that it was impossible to
"put official Serbia in the same boat as the assassins,"
and that "he could readily understand Serbia's refusing
to let her investigation be directed by an Austrian com-
mission."^) Although the Wilhelmstrasse was thus
sufficiently initiated into the designs of the Ballplatz
beforehand, it is nevertheless true that the actual test was
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